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WESTBRIAR PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)
General PTA Meeting Minutes
September 21, 2011 7:30pm
1. Meeting Called to Order (Trang Sabel)
· The September 2011 meeting was called to order by Trang at 7:32 p.m.
· Trang welcomed everyone to our first meeting and introduced the PTA board, principal, assistant principal and teacher representative.

2. Principal’s Report (Joanne Goodwin)
· Ms. Goodwin welcomed everyone to our first meeting.
· Ms. Goodwin reminded parents to read “Keep in Touch” for important information like early school dismissal

· She discussed the recent flooding and informed the PTA that the office will not close and staff will remain at school until every child is safely returned home.  She noted that the office staff are apprised of all severe weather forecasts, including high winds with the 3rd grade in mind.  If needed, 3rd graders will be brought into the building.
· Our enrollment is steady at 528.  Westbriar has added a new ESOL teacher.  We also added a new trailer for the special education teacher that supports grade 3.

· Ms. Flaherty shared the results of our 2011 SOL (Standards of Learning) scores.  Westbriar exceeded the benchmarks set by the county.  Overall, we achieved a 97% pass rate for math and a 98% pass rate for English.  Looking towards the future, Westbriar is hoping to increase the % of pass advanced students. 
· Mrs. Goodwin thanked the PTA for not only the monetary gifts given to the staff to buy classroom supplies, but also that they received their gifts before school started.
3. Treasurer’s Report (Erica Everhart)
· Jim Piche, chair of our audit committee, gave the audit report and stated that our 2009-2010 balance sheet and income statement were materially free from errors.  The audit committee reviewed receipts, disbursements, minutes and other reports.  
· Erica presented our proposed budget for the 2010-2011 school year.  

· Trang noted our fundraising policy for the year is to be non-invasive and pointed out that we do have about $19,000 in checking.  We plan to purchase new landscaping, risers for the stage or new area “reading” rugs for some classrooms, and a sno cone machine.  Mrs. Goodwin will also be discussing a potential “wish list” with teachers.

· A question was raised of how the budgeted expenses compare to prior year.  Erica noted that for the most part all remained the same with the exception of increases to groundskeeping, instructional materials, and hospitality.  She also pointed out a separate part of the income statement for one time purchases for the sno cone machine, new rugs, and landscaping.  

· David Teitelbaum moved to approve the budget.   Michael Sundius seconded the motion

· Budget was approved.
4. Committee Reports
· Fall Festival
 (Sarah Casper) – Sarah reminded the PTA of fall festival on Oct. 2 and asked for volunteers to help run the event.  We are asking for 1 hour shift commitments.  If we do not get enough volunteers, we will have to pull some of the inflatables.  Sign ups can be done through www.signupgenius.com. Tickets are available through our website or you can buy them at the door.  Wristbands have been significantly decreased in price from $30 last year to $18 this year.  The day of the event they will be sold for $20.  A question was raised as to what the wristband entitles the wearer.  Sarah said the wristband will gain entrance to the rockwall and all inflatables.  Tickets will be needed to play the games and purchase cotton candy and popcorn.  UPDATE SINCE MEETING: Wristbands or tickets will gain access to all inflatables, rockwall and games. Food is cash only.  
· Dads of Great Students (DOGS) (Michael Sundius) –   Michael discussed plans to recruit more volunteers and do more events throughout the year.  He shared his vision for the group is to get dad’s involved in Westbriar, have some fun, and provide service to the school.  
· Grounds (Sherrie Morris) – Sherrie talked about the history of the grounds committee noting the school custodial staff does not do leaf raking, so the PTA stepped in to provide for this service.   She noted that an outdoor classroom is being planned and our current gardens need to be updated.  To sign up for the grounds committee please see Sherrie.  

· Membership  – Trang highlighted that membership renewal and donations can be done on line through our PTA website.  Members get access to a member directory and a member discount section of the website.  Members also get a $5 discount to all PTA after school programs
· Hospitality (Elizabeth Keegan) – Elizabeth talked about the role of the hospitality committee.  Once a month, the committee provides lunch for the staff.  The majority of the luncheons are catered, but volunteers are needed to provide items like drinks, paper products, and desserts.  The committee will once again ask grade levels to sign up for a month.  The committee also plans and hosts the teacher appreciation luncheon in the spring.
· Halloween Bingo Night – Astrid Atkins spoke about bingo night.  It will be on Oct 28th from 7:00-9:00 p.m.  The 6th graders will hold a bake sale to benefit their end of the year graduation party.  Signups to help will occur sometime in Oct. 
5. New Business 
· Westbriar will have two new afterschool programs – martial arts and Chinese.  David Teitelbaum spoke about the new after school martial arts program.  David will be teaching the class in January in the gym from 5:00-6:00 once or twice a week.  All proceeds will be donated back to the PTA by David.  
· Sherri mentioned our website has some great information on what is happening at the county school board level.

· Trang noted we are still in need of a co-chair for spiritwear and international night.  International night will be on March 23rd and families will be asked to bring a dish from their heritage to share.  We are also thinking about having the children participate in an international fashion show.  Music is being considered and possibly a student led international performance.  Sandee suggested setting food tables up by continent.  UPDATE SINCE MEETING: International night chairs have been identified. Still need Spiritwear co-chair
· Sandee Cooper shared information on GRACE arts educational program.  Trang shared that volunteers to teach the curriculum are needed.   David asked about whether materials were provided and Trang answered absolutely materials and lesson plans are provided.  
· A question was asked as to whether there was a central place to sign up and volunteer for the PTA.  Trang directed the attendees to the website for information as to where volunteers are currently needed.  

· Sherrie thanked the 8th grade babysitters who were caring for children during our meeting.

· Raffles were pulled for those in attendance.
6. Adjournment (Trang Sabel)
· Trang adjourned our meeting at 8:28 p.m.
